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Trailing of spent breeding hens from the 

Netherlands to a Polish slaughterhouse 

                                           28/29-08-2013 
                                   ---External report--- 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summary: On August 28th 2013 a team from Eyes on Animals and Animal Welfare Foundation 

was on the roads of the Netherlands to conduct random checks of livestock trucks. At a poultry farm 

in Brabant several trucks were seen being loaded with spent breeding hens and roosters. The 

transport company, Van Hunnik, is known to bring poultry on a regular basis to Poland so we decided 

to trail one to record total length of journey and if possible check on the condition of the animals and 

the crates. Trailer Licence NL: OD-45-HP. Total driving time was 12.20 hours, loading time was approx 

5 hours and waiting time in lairage at slaughterhouse would be up to at least 2 hours for some birds. 

The birds were crowded but upon calculating the density it was, surprisingly, within the EU norm. 

The crates were not equipped with a water system. As the wind-protection tarps were up, we could 

only check on a few birds as the rest were blocked from view. Some of those that we could check 

were wounded with blood dripping. We were not allowed into the slaughterhouse. Please note that 

almost all poultry transports are not within the scope of the law (no water, no access, injured birds 

on board, difficult to inspect through the tarps…), and thus this report is not to single out Van 

Hunnik. Improvements are urgently needed across the whole poultry transport industry.  

Violations: EC 1/2005  

Article 3 

Annex 1 Ch I, Pt 4 

Annex 1 Ch II, Pt 1.1f, Pt 1.2 

Annex 1 Ch V, Pt 2.1a 

**Road traffic violations – the driver was alone and did all the driving. Tacographs may not 

be law-abiding? 
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28-08-2013 

20:15: Observed 3 poultry trucks at a poultry farm in Duiven, Giersbeeksestraat 23, Brabant, the 

Netherlands.  

29-08-2013  

00.32: second of the 3 Van Hunnik poultry trucks leaves poultry farm, loaded with poultry. We decide 

to follow this one. Trailer License OD 45 HP.  Poultry truck gets on the A1 direction Apeldoorn. Its 

first stop is at a parking place and here we briefly talk to the driver. He told us he was going to 

Enschede (Holland). But then his father came, Mr. Van den Berg from another poultry transport 

company that we followed a few months ago and he told us that his son was going to Poland. We got 

the feeling that his son was trying to get rid of us. On board were 4840 hens, in 540 crates, 9 hens 

per crate. There is no water system. The crates and birds inside cannot be easily inspected due to 

the side tarps covering all of them. On the backside there was an opening were we could see some 

of the birds. They looked very crowded, although the loading density was within the EU norm. We 

saw a number of injured animals, some with open wounds bleeding seriously. 

 

Bleeding and injured hens. 

We followed the truck direction Poland via Osnabruck, Hannover, Berlin to the Merda 

slaughterhouse in Wolsztyn, Poland. 

01.50 The driver stopped for a moment and we had a quick look at the animals again and took some 

photos to show the limited space. 
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Hens with lack of space. 

Between Hannover and Osnabruck there was a road construction and vehicles had to leave the 

highway. In the village we passed though, the driver of the truck succeeded to drive away from us 

and we lost sight of it. 

We decided to continue driving onto Poland, in the direction of the slaughterhouse until daylight and 

then wait to see if we could catch the truck again.  We succeeded in relocating the truck. Later the 

driver told us that he tried to get rid of us and thought he had succeeded. 

07.40 The truck stopped at a gas station and we inspected the chickens again. Several injured ones 

had died; others were still alive and suffering. The driver told us that he took a rest for half an hour. 

He explained to us that he was very irritated because of the loading conditions, he said it took the 

chicken catching company 5 hours to load the birds and it was done sloppy. He would never be on 

time for his appointment at the slaughterhouse. He was supposed to arrive at the slaughterhouse at 

09.00 am but would never be on time now. 

09.52 We crossed the Polish border. Soon after that the driver left the highway and took the country 

road. He did not have a highway vignet for the truck and stopped at 5 gas stations trying to buy a 

vignet.  

11.26 Again a stop at a gas station. The third truck that loaded in Duiven, with hens and cocks on 

board, arrived. We could not check the roosters properly because of the tarps which blocked the 

view, but we clearly could see how they were crowded and could not stand up in their natural 

position. You could very well hear them struggling, not being able to stand up in the right position. 

We recorded this sound. The chickens were left parked in the sun, and suffering because the 

temperature at the outside of the truck was 32.2 degrees. 
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Truck with hens and crowing roosters on a parking place. 

 

Injured  and dead hens. 

12.47 Arrival at the Merda slaughterhouse in Wolsztyn, Poland of the two Van Hunnik trucks. The 

truck we followed was allowed to drive straight into the lairage area, the other Van Hunnik truck had 

to go to the outdoor parking place and wait. There it was left parked in the direct sun. The driver 

opened the tarps to give the birds some air. We were not allowed to enter the slaughterhouse or the 

parking place to check any further. 
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Dutch truck also from Van Hunnik parked in the sun in the parking lot of the slaughterhouse in 

Poland. It would have likely had to wait another 2 hours in the parking lot before its turn to enter the 

plant. 

 

Violations:  
The crates were not equipped with water despite the journey being 12 hours and 20 minutes and 

waiting time in lairage at the slaughterhouse at least 2 hours for some of the birds (because the 

slaughter speed at this plant is 3000 birds per hour and there were almost 5000 birds on board the 

Van Hunnik truck we trailed) . Any journey above 12 hours must provide water to the birds. In 

Poland, like in the Netherlands, the time spent loading is not included but the time waiting in the 

lairage of the slaughterhouse is. (The reader must keep in mind that in reality the birds spent much 

longer without water as the loading time was 5 hours). The other Van Hunnik truck had had an 

even longer journey as it was forced to wait in the plant’s parking lot first. 

As well, like with most poultry trucks seen in the EU, there was no access to the birds during 

transport. Thus, all the injured birds that we inspected, and any other that was injured but we 

could not see because of the opaque tarps, could not be given first aid or put out of their suffering 

because one could not access them. These injured birds were left to suffer and eventually die. 

Additionally, like with most poultry transport in Europe, the birds had insufficient ventilation 

above their heads when standing in a natural position.  

EC 1/2005 Article 3 

No person shall transport animals or cause animals to be transported in a way likely to cause injury or 

undue suffering to them. In addition, the following conditions shall be complied with: 
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(c) The means of transport are designed, constructed, maintained and operated so as to avoid injury 

and suffering and ensure the safety of the animals; 

Annex 1 Ch I, Pt 4 

When animals fall ill or are injured during transport, they shall be separated from the others and 

receive first-aid treatment as soon as possible. They shall be given appropriate veterinary treatment 

and if necessary undergo emergency slaughter or killing in a way which does not cause them any 

unnecessary suffering. (This was not possible as there is no access to the birds. The crates do not 

have side-access doors). 

Annex 1 Ch II, Pt 1.1f, Pt 1.2 

Sufficient space shall be provided inside the animals’ compartment and at each of its levels to ensure 

that there is adequate ventilation above the animals when they are in a naturally standing position, 

without on any account hindering their natural movement. 

Annex 1 Ch V, Pt 2.1a 

For poultry, domestic birds and domestic rabbits, suitable food and water shall be available in 

adequate quantities, save in the case of a journey lasting less than: 

(a) 12 hours disregarding loading and unloading time; 

 
*** Important for NVWA/ Dutch government inspectors*** 
The poultry slaughterhouse in Wolsztyn, Poland is one of the “closest” ones to The Netherlands, 
compared to the other Polish slaughterhouses where Dutch birds are being sent to. And yet even this 
“closer” slaughterhouse is a journey of over 12 hours away.  
It is therefore necessary to check that all birds going for slaughter in Poland from The Netherlands 
are being transported in crates with access to water as the journeys always take longer than 12 
hours. Unfortunately, poultry have been regularly transported from The Netherlands to Polish 
slaughterhouses without any water for years now –it is most unfortunate that this has been tolerated 
for so long. We would like to request that the NVWA no longer approve any export of poultry to 
Poland unless the crates have a water system. 
 

OF INTEREST !! 

Eyes on Animals has been working with some stakeholders in the Netherlands and Belgium on 

developing a crate that satisfies the criteria of the EU 1/2005 – that offers ACCESS to the birds during 

transport and ADEQUATE VENTILATION, among other things. 

We are just in the beginning phase, but recently in Turkey a team from Eyes on Animals and Animal 

Welfare Foundation observed a truck with spent breeding birds going for slaughter and were very 

impressed. There were only two columns and each crate had an access door, meaning all birds could 

be accessed during transport, none were prisoners to their crate. A space of about 20-25 cm was left 

empty between the two columns, to allow for adequate ventilation to all birds. The birds are also 

loaded from the side, not from small top-doors therefore avoiding the problem of some getting their 

wings, feet and even head caught during loading. 
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This system may not be perfect or realistic yet for the EU market, but it has far more benefits than 

what we are using now in the EU and should be seen as a base to work from. 

 

Access doors provide access to all birds in order to give first-aid or separate any that fall sick or 

injured during transport. 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Having two columns with an empty space in between 

means much better ventilation for ALL birds and 

access to all (no more birds stuck in middle rows, 

with limited air and no access). 

 

Signed: M.S 

Questions: contact info@eyesonanimals.com 


